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Copperplate - a Different Look at the  
Swelling Line 
with Rachel Yallop 
 
   Rachel started us off with a discussion on tools 
and ink. She uses Pelikan 4001 with a pointed 
nib as it flows easily.  And her go-to nib for   
copperplate is the Gillott 303 for its flexibility 
and fine point. She also encouraged us to try 
using a straight holder rather than the oblique 
holder that we typically use for Copperplate.    
   We also discussed the angle of our pens. 
Writing with a low angle and the nib slightly 
facing away from us will allow the tines to open 
up properly and move across the paper easily. 
And she recommends any paper with a smooth 
surface.  
   Rachel’s letters all start with a “thin” and grad-
ually move to a “swell” and end with another 
“thin.” This technique of thicks and thins pro-
vides a drawn quality to the letters. And she 
described how our very first mark will deter-
mine the layout of the rest of the letter.  
   We also discussed common problems encoun-
tered when starting copperplate and how to join 
letters.  She also gave us tips on how to deal 
with double letters. Rachel touched on spacing, 
capital letters and flourishing.  Before we closed 
out our two-day workshop, we experimented 
with white ink on black paper.   
   All in all, we appreciated Rachel’s expertise 
and how she shared her methods with us. We 
learned a lot in our two days and had fun doing 
it! 

By Wendy Telford 

     Kingsley and Rachel  

Barbara Close and Wendy Watson-
Diedrick concentrating on their copper-
plate 

Rachel’s white ink on black paper 

Barbara Close - Upper case, lower case and flourishing 

Mary Kloha and Karen Karen explains Zentangle 
techniques 

Karen Corvan 
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Presenter Karen Corvan  
Certified Zentangle® Inspired instructor 
 
   I recently heard a phrase that I hadn’t heard      
before . . . “All those who wander aren’t  
necessarily lost.” 
   I’ve been a member of SDFC since 1995, but 
have been on a hiatus, shall we say, for a very 
long time - raising three kids and wandering 
through my art process. For this meeting all the 
stars aligned and I was able to make it to my first 
meeting in literally FOREVER! It was a wonderful 
presentation by Karen Corvan, a CZT (Certified 
Zentangle® Teacher) and a SDFC member.  
   Karen was very organized with each seat     
already set up with the tools we would need for 
the demonstration, and with lots of visuals, 
books, and tools on the perimeter to view and 
test.  With her warm and effective presentation, 
she guided us through the  process of Zentangle 
and more. We even made a box to use for 
putting gifts inside (tangled on the outside, of 
course). She also gave us handouts for other 
projects we could do on our own. What a great 
resource for our guild! If you’ve never done   
Zentangle or never met Karen, I encourage you 
to seek her out and try it out - you won’t be   
disappointed. 
   While I still feel I’m wandering through my art 
process, I’m so glad I had a chance to come 
“home.” 

Mary Kloha 

Above 3: Samples from  
Karen 
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Next SDFC Board Meeting 

January 9, 2017, 10:30 a.m.             

Location: Diane Reiter’s home.      

Open to all members. Please RSVP  

any board member if you plan to 

attend. 

 
SDFC General Meetings 

Guests are always welcome at the 
General Meetings September 
through June at 9 a.m. on one Satur-
day morning each month.  Our next 
workshop is on January 14 & 15 at 9 
a.m. Announcements precede the 
workshop. 
 

Click here for directions. 

Sally Penley - Best in 
Show, 2016 

    
Speaking of envelopes . . . It’s that time of year 
when the Washington (DC) Calligraphers Guild  
invites calligraphers to enter their Graceful  
Envelope Contest. 
 
   Calligraphers everywhere are invited to partici-
pate in the 23rd annual Graceful Envelope  
Contest, conducted by the Washington DC 
Calligraphers Guild and the National Association 
of Letter Carriers. The contest is open to all ages, 
with separate categories for children. There is no 
entry fee.  
   This year’s theme - Pushing The Envelope -  
embraces two concepts at the heart of the  
Graceful Envelope Contest. The first meaning 
dares you to take your creativity beyond your 
comfort zone. "Push the envelope" and find new 
ways to use graphic design, hand lettering and 
postage stamps to enhance your entry. It may be 
a small canvas, but you are capable of big ideas. 
Your entry should also “push the envelope” in the 
sense of promoting the exchange of letters. De-
pict the joy of letter writing. Or salute an  
American tradition as old as the US Constitution, 
which empowered Congress “to establish post 
offices and post roads."  
 
Address your envelope artistically to:  
The Graceful Envelope 
100 Indiana Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20001  
 
POSTMARK DEADLINE: Monday, March 27, 2017 
Winners will be chosen based on artistic hand 
lettering, creative interpretation of the theme and 
effective use of color and design, including incor-
poration of postage stamp(s). 
 
More information is at: 
www.calligraphersguild.org/envelope.html   
where you can also view glorious winning         
envelopes from past contests. 

 

SDFC member, Rose 
Smutko, Honorable 
Mention, 2016 

Rachel Yallop 

Work by Rose Smutko 

Work by Rose Smutko 

Above: Three pieces by Janice Shigehara 

Fall Workshops 
 

Our friends to the north, Society for Calligraphy 
(SFC), hosted a pair of workshops taught by 
Rachel Yallop, a British calligrapher and letter 
artist. Many of our own members attended 
both workshops and were thrilled to enjoy 
Rachel’s expertise and delightful teaching style. 
 

Taking a Line For a Walk - 
Abstract Designs 
with Rachel Yallop 
 
   Rachel Yallop is the kind of teacher you learn 
from and like. She is able to work with calligra-
phers of all skill levels, providing clear instruc-
tions and encouragement both in a group 
setting and individually. She took the time to 
address any and all questions from the class. 
   With gouache, Pelikan ink, white soft pastel, 
black compressed charcoal and white and black 
Conte’ pencils, she created pieces on white 
watercolor and Canson black Mi Teintes paper 
using wide, bold strokes with a 1” flat brush. 
And with a light touch of the brush, she also 
made delicate, fine lines. She gave tips on 
shading using the charcoal and soft white  
pastel and used the edge of a white eraser to 
make lines through gouache as well as through 
the charcoal and soft pastel -  a new use for the 
humble eraser! 
   The little masterpieces of art that she  
created, by isolating segments of her large 
pieces, were quite impressive. By the end of 
class we all had pieces that, when framed,  
using the movable “L”s, we could each be 
proud. 
   Not only for her wonderful talent, but for her 
eagerness to help and encourage, made her an 
excellent instructor for all skill levels. 

By Janice Shigehara 

Logo by Ellen 
Mott-Jablonski 

Ellen Mott-Jablonski shares her collection of  
decorated envelopes 

October General Meeting 
Envelope Extravaganza 
Presented by Ellen Mott-Jablonski and 
other SDFC members 
 
   Envelopes and art took center stage at 
the October meeting led by Vice President 
Ellen Mott-Jablonski. Additionally, other 
members shared envelope techniques and 
new tools and art supplies. We learned 
about new and old materials including 
webbing spray, hot foil pens and Fineline 
applicator bottles. We even made stencils 
with a hot glue gun! 
   Members brought saved envelopes to 
share - a treasure trove of lovely art! 
Members Wendy Telford and Karen 
Corvan brought their envelope punch 
boards and demonstrated how to make 
envelopes of our own.  
   At meeting’s end, we drew names to 
send a decorated envelope. This was a 
fun, informative and lively meeting. We all 
love to get snail mail and to receive a  
decorated envelope is indeed a bonus. 

2016—2017 Meetings and Programs 
 

December 3, 2016 
Holiday Get Together 
 
February 11, 2017 
Ellen Mott-Jablonski, Presenter      
“Italic Boot Camp - Tone Your Italic” 
 
March 11, 2017 
Yvonne Perez-Collins, Presenter 
“Zenspired Tunnel Book” 
 
April 8, 2017 
Naomi Lesberg, Presenter 
“Understand Your Colors and  
Avoid Mud” 
 
June 10, 2017 
End of Year General Meeting 
Elections and presentation of the  
2017-2018 calendar 
Yvonne Perez-Collins, Presenter 
“Calligraphic Artist Book” 
 
 
Check our website for more details on 
all upcoming meetings and programs: 
 

www.sdfconline.com 

2016—2017 Workshops 
 
January 14—15, 2017 
Amity Parks: A Sharp Pencil  
and a Keen Eye 
Click here for more information 
 
May 13, 2017 
Louis L. Lemoine: The Button Alphabet 
Click here for more information  
 
Check our website for more details on  
all upcoming workshops: 
 

www.sdfconline.com 

Newsletter Submissions:  
 

Are you going to a calligraphy or 
art-related conference, workshop 
or class? Have you discovered a 
new tool, technique or product?  
 
Please send photo(s) and a brief 
article on the event or product/
technique to Wendy Telford,   
publicity@sdfconline.com, for 
publication in a future edition of 
Letter Perfect.   
 
Your participation makes the 
newsletter possible. 

Where We Are 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings and workshops are held at 
the San Diego Education Association Conference Room,  
10393 San Diego Mission Road Suite 100, San Diego, California, 
92108. (There is no phone available at our meeting site.) 
 

Directions 
 

Take Friars Road to Rancho Mission Road (just east of I-15), 
turn south. Proceed to the intersection at the bottom of the 
hill. Turn right (west) onto San Diego Mission Road. Turn left 
into the first driveway past the shopping center. The parking lot 
is behind the building. 

 
Member Update 

 

SDFC is sad to inform you of the passing of Founding Member George 
Weinberg-Harter.  George died of a heart ailment on Nov. 7th at his 
home in San Diego.  In 1978, George Weinberg-Harter and others found-
ed the San Diego Fellow Calligraphers so like minded folks could meet 
closer to home and share their love of calligraphy.  More recently, 
George had been active as an actor, writer and artist.  George is survived 
by his wife Susan Weinberg-Harter.  Their address is in the SDFC  
roster.  More information is available on page B5 of the Nov. 19th  
edition of the San Diego Union Tribune.  

November Workshop 
 

 Letter Art Tango  
 with Douglas Boyd 

On November 12 & 13, 2016, Douglas Boyd took us on a journey of art and calligra-
phy via examples, demonstrations and work-along exercises. In the Letter Art Tango 
workshop, participants took an ordinary sketchbook and turned it into a multi-
media collection of information, papers and art techniques. Throughout the week-
end Doug encouraged participants to gain a broader knowledge of art in general, 
and helped attendees experiment with their tools and materials...and just have fun. 
Some of the comments from participants are listed below. 
 

---Doug is extremely knowledgeable and has shared his vast know-how with  
heart-felt enthusiasm. 
---Learned a great deal about the properties of different materials:  pencils,  
watercolors, papers, erasers and the varieties available.  
---Doug’s dedication, thoroughness and attention to detail makes him a most  
excellent teacher. 
---This should be a requirement for all. 
---Enjoyed learning how to add interest to letters by using variations of colors  
even in the same letter. 
---What a fun weekend workshop!  Lots of activities with different mediums on a 
variety of papers;  in the end we had a book of papers and notes and blank pages  
on which to experiment. 
---I loved the concept of working together as ARTISTS, in an ‘Atelier’ setting.  This 
concept set a mood and gave participants a sense of working as artists and “being 
an artist.”   

Janice Shigehara and  
Rose Smutko 

Britta Brice Karen Corvan and 
Diane Reiter 

 

 

Building a 5-value 
scale 

Doug demonstrates 
“wet on wet”  
watercolor 

Doug explains the line of 
the A 

Watercolor mixing and 
making clean colors 
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